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1 PETER IV. 4. 


Wherein they think it ſtrange that you run not with 


them to the ſame Exceſs of Riot, ſpeak- 
ing Evil of you. 


HEN Chriſtianity firſt appear'd in 
the World, it was look'd upon as a 
very ſtrange and unaccountable 

Thing. Its Doctrines, its Rules of 


were every where ſpoken againſt. By 

Men of reputed Learning and Wit, they were de- 
rided ; by Men of Grandeur and Wealth, they were 
deſpiſed ; by Men in Authority, perſecuted 5 and, 
as the natural Conſequence of this, by the Bulk of 
Mankind they were villify'd and ſet at nought: 
Notwithſtanding all which, this ſame Religion is 
now profeſſedly glory'd in by the greateſt Powers 
on Earth, and its Cauſe pleaded by Men of the moſt 
liſtinguiſh'd Wiſdom and Learning: So that up- 
on a preſent View of Things, it is hard to ſay, 
which is moſt wonderful, — the ee Op- 
poſition that was at firſt made to the Goſpel, — 
or the amazing Succeſs that has ſince attended it. 
A 2 11s 


Life, and eſpecially its Profeſſors, 


. Ig 


THIS I take to be a ſtanding Encouragement 
to all proper Attempts for the Promoting of true 
Religion; that very {mall Beginnings. may, in 
Times tiſe to a very great Height: Where Men are 
ftedfaft in a good Cguſe, and GOD is preſent with 
them, tho* perhaps for two or three Ages, they 
may labour under Diſcouragements, yet finally their 
Cauſe ſhall prevail. The Reaſoning. of Gamaliel 

can never ceaſe to be ſtrong and concluſive, — }f 
any Counſel or Work Ethat fets up for a Religious 
one] be of Men, [contrived meerly by human Wiſ- 
dom, and managed only' by human Politics] it wil, 
ſooner or later, come to nought. But if ſuch a Coun- 
ſel or Work be of G0 D, it cannot be overthrown ; for 
every one that raiſes Oppoſition againſt it, does no- 
toriouſſy manifeſt his Folly, and is ſure to find his 
Weakneſs, in Fighting againſt GG PDP. 

HOWEVER, this we are to expect, that ſuch 
Contenders with GOD. there will always be in the 
World. Tho” Chriſtianity has conquer'd Kingdoms, 
it has yet a great deal to do in thoſe very Kingdoms, 
to conquer Hearts, and to ſubdue the reigning Corru: 
ptions of Men: And indeed, wherever the Goſpel 
has this Effect, it continues to be as ſtrange a Thing 
as ever. The regular and holy Lives of the Primi- 
tive Chriſtians, were. not more a Wonder to the vi- 
cious World in that Age, than the Liyes of thoſe 
who live moſt ſtri&ly, according to the Rules of the 
_Goſpe], now are, to Men of Intemperance and Vice 
in our own Age. It is a common and eaſie thing to 
be Baptized, and from thence to be called Chriſti 
ans; but to make good the Meaning and Import 
of ſuch a Name, ( that is, ro depart from Iniquity,) 

will make a Man obſer vd, and wonder'd at, 3 
EST. 7 7- 5 
WHAT therefare St. Peter here writes to the 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, as ſcattered abroad in the 
ſeveral Parts of the World, may very well be ex- 
tended to thoſe who liye in the ſeveral Ages . 
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a Deſi 


ſo Neck 


Occaſion : 0 
. To reſtrain and ſubdue the Dictates of corrupt. 
Nature, is accounted, by Men of vicious Lives, 

a a ſtrange Thing. | 5 


I. Such Meg as are Lovers of Exceſs and brutiſh 
Luſts, MMnot only wonder at the Sobriety of 


other but revile 'em for it. 


III. That J may render theſe Conſiderations the 
more gerviceable to your Deſign, it will be pro- 
| / : l e Per 
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per to ſhew, that the Reproaches and ill Specch- 

es of Riotous Men ſhould, not be look d upon, 
either as Diſcrediting the Cauſe of Reforma. | 
tion, or Diſcouraging your Endeavours in the 


regular and prudent Managing of it. 


AND if I may now be enabled to ſpeak, as! 
could wiſh to ſpeak, to theſe ſeveral Things; I am 
perſuaded you will have no reaſon to complain of 
miſſing your End in this preſent Meeting together. 


I. TO reſtrain and Act contrary to the Dict ares 
ef corrupt Nature, is accounted, by Men of vicious 
Lives, 4 ſtrange Thing. | 
I H E Exceſs of Riot here ſpoken of, in- 
cludes all thoſe Particulars mentioned in the fore- 
going Verſe ; Laſciviouſneſs, Luſts, Exceſs of Wing, 
Revellings, Banquetings, and abominable Idolatries, (i, e.) 
ſomething under the Name of Religion, which 
 countenanced and encouraged Men in their Wick- 
edneſs. The original Word rendred Exceſs, is de- 
ſigned to fignifie thoſe abominable Luſts, (4) which, 
at the Time of Celebrating ſome of the Heathen 
Feſtivals, they were excited to, in a very high De- 
gree. Their being ſaid to vun into theſe, intends 
the ſame Temper and Manner of Acting with what 
is elſewhere deſcrihed, as a Working all Uncleanneſs 
with Greedineſs, Epheſ. iv. 19. Such were the vici- 
ous Lives of the firſt Deſpiſers and Oppoſers of 
Chriſtianity. - | OY 
They thought and ſpoke ill of the Behaviour of 
Chriſtians, becanſe they withdrew from them, and 
bore witneſs againſt their Abominations. The 
Word tranſlated, {they think it Strange] generally 
ſignifies to wonder at a Thing as WM. (b) do the 
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(a) *areyuois eſt confuſio ſexuum, Ge. Et hac voce ehr 
mitur fervor libidinis & intemperamiæ. Pol. n. 
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b I 4-oft te ſpeaking to thoſe: who is the Dime pat 
n, 177 27 bad falfn in with theſe — 7 
a- WW the Gentiles, he would here repreſent that Turn of 
he Rind, which generally makes Men look upon thoſe 
dat jeave their ill Company, and an ill Courſe of 
Life, with Wonder and Diſpleaſure; taking occaſi- 
sa from thence to be very Satyrical iin their Refle- 
am ions u n them. iii 5 K 1193 0 
of BUT we may alſo underſtand this Phraſe in a 
er. nore enlarged Senſe; for that kind of Wonder which 
ies in our Minds upon meeting with any thing 
cs i that ſeems to us wmaccountable, or croſs to our 
ous i own Apprehenſions and Senfe of Things. And ſo 
. WM cccording to the Reading of Erafmus it is, they count 
i" WF it abſurd that you run not with them: They charge 
e. you with acting a Part that is unreaſonable, and in- 
e, confiſtent with your Selves; by which you alſo 
©) ¶ contradi& the common Senſe and prevailing Cuſtoms 
ca ae or. „ Tom but 
* x OW, the Perfons with whom you have to do. 
" WM inthe Work of Reformation, I take to be juſt ſach, for 
their Riotings and Exceſſes, as are here deſcribed ; 
doch as, with a brutiſh Eagerneſs and Unthought- 
fulneſs, are continually acting over again (perhaps 
exceeding) thoſe Abominations that were amongft 
tie worſt of Idolaters : And even the profeſſed Ene- 
nies of GOD, and of our LORD JESUS CHRIST, 
ould not treat thoſe ſacred and awful Names, with 
more open Prophaneneſs and daring Contempt, than 
of theſe Criminals are wont to do. 
; YOUR oppoſing ſuch Impieties and vicious Ex- 
travagancies, muſt therefore, beyond all doubt, 
F draw upon you the ſame Wonder, Diſſike and En- 
al nity which the firſt Profeſſion and Practice of Chri- 
"tle 1 upon thoſe ſpoken of in our Text. 
Tis the Love of Piety and Regularity on the one 
Hand, and the Living in all manner of Immorali- 
des on the other, that ſets Men at a greater Di- 
tance, and greates greater Diſguſts, than any ou 3 
6 | War 
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rality of Perſons have neither Skill nor Patience, 
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ward Profeſſions of different Religions, or the be 
ing of different Perſuaſions in Religion, could eve 
have done. Ent if the Reaſons of bad Mens Prejy 
dices againſt the Good were ſeriouſly weigh d, they 
might poſſibly afford Matter of Conviction to the 
Wicked, as I am ſure they muſt always afford 
Encouragement to the Righteous in the Wy 
of their Duty. I ſhall inſtance in a few Parti. 
culars. aint bas n 7b 6518 b SW 74 T5 

1. IT is Ignorance of Good | Men, and the Princi 
ples upon which' they act, that ſets the vicious World |, 
much againſt-them. Men that have no realizing, af. 
fecting Thoughts of a future Eternity, and a Jude. 
ment Day, and that have no fear of an Inviſible 
GOD before their Eyes, are apt to aſcribe every 
thing that is done for the Cauſe of GOD ang Rel: 
gion, to ſome "worldly Motives or Principles: And 
theſe too they preſently conclude are ſuch. as they 
find moſt prevailing upon themſelves, The gene 


duly to weigh the Conſequences. of their Action 
and therefore renounce the Converſation and Coun- 
ſels of thoſe who would bring them to think of th 
Tendency and the Iſſue of their vicious Courks 
They do not conſider, that repeated evil Action 
luce evil Habits, and that hereby Men are har. 
den'd in their Sins to their own Deſtruction: They 
do not conſider, that public and enormous Crimes 
have brought public and National Judgments: And 
that all the Order and Comfort of Societies de 
pends upon a Reſtraining the inordinate Affection 
and Corruptions of Men, Theſe things, and man 
more that might be mentioned, the vicious Part d 
Mankind will not allow themſelves Time to think. 
of, and therefore have no Notion of the Force anl 
Power of ſuch Conſiderations where they are dul 
attended to. | 1 
BESIDES, they are really Strangers to ti 
friendly Deſigns and Inclinations which the gon 
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Man acts with ; they think him an Enemy to them, 


in becauſe they are conſcious of being ſuch to him. 
eil Having never felt the Ardors of a Chriſtian Love 
- and Charity to the Souls of Men, they ſuſpect the 


the whole Carriage of a good Man towards them, as on- 
ly deſigned to reproach them, or to injure them in 
their moſt valuable and deſireable Intereſts.” 

IN ſuch a Caſe as this, were it poſſible to open 
the Breaſt of a truly pious Man, how muſt it affect 
the groveling brutiſh Sinner, to ſee the great, and 
generous, and kind, and compaſſionate Sentiments 
that dwell and reign there. But till this can be 
done, we find Words avail very little to gain the 
Credit and Belief of thoſe who are drench'd in the 
Enjoyments of Senſe and Sin. They are ignorant, 
wilfolly and obſtinately ignorant of the Principles 
and Tempers of good Men, and therefore they 
ge with ſo much ſtrangeneſs and Enmity upon 
them. - | | 

2. Men of Vice and Exceſs, wonder at the orderly 
Behaviour of others, becauſe they are ſtrangers to the 
Pleaſure and Comfort of a Regular Life. As the 
faithful Followers and Imitators of CHRIST are 
hated by the World, becauſe it knows not their Per- 
ſons and Principles; ſo they are alſo a Wonder to 
the World, becauſe it knows not the Satisfaction 
and Comfort of their Lives. The vicious Man, that 
places his Happineſs in gratifying and following his 
corrupt Affections and Inclinations, can form no 
juſt Notion of the Pleaſure which there is in Con- 
quering and Ruling ſuch Inclinations ; and there- 
manfſi fore it is that a regular orderly Way of Living ap- 
rt ol pears ſo ſtrange to him. | | 
thin I IT has been the Caſe of many, to be brought up 
in ignorance of the main Duties of Life: Fheſe are 
following their own Hearts Luſts and Inventions, 
without conſulting the Obligations they are under, 
either toward GOD, or Man, or even their neareſt 
Relatives; this booriſh Part of the World look up- 
B "08 
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on every thing that is contrary to their own rude 
and unbroken Spirits, as an intolerable Grievance 
to them. f SF 
THERE are others that have known ſomething 
of the Duties, who yet are perfect ſtrangers to the 
Decencies of Life; and from hence ariſes a very 
ſtrong Averſion to a good Oeconomy in their Fami- 
lies, or to any Rules of perſonal Conduct that are 
preſcribed or enforced againſt their own Inclinati- 
ons. This ſort of Men uſing themſelves to live at 
Random, and with as little Thought as poſſible, 
they reckon the Life of an orderly prudent Man a 
needleſs Task, and wonder that any ſhould take 
ſuch a Burden upon themſelves. ; 
BOTH theſe are uneaſie at the Thoughts of 2 
regular Life, becauſe they never try'd it. And for 
this Reaſon undoubtedly it is, that Men every 
where ſet themſelves ſo much againſt it; namely, 
their having never liv'd with ſuch as might give 
them a true Notion of it. 
AN yet it muſt be obſerved alſo, as too many 
in our Ape, that notwithſtanding a ſober and or- 
derly Education, they have afterwards choſen to 
lead their Lives with the profane and vicions Part 
of the World: But is it becauſe they have known 
the Advantages of a regular Life, that they gie 
the Preference to a Life of Intemperance and Lewd-i | 
neſs ? No, but becauſe they had not Wiſdom enough I | 
to make juſt Remarks upon the Conduct of then ME 
they liv'd with, nor Grace to make the Experiment 
of Living and Acting ſo themſelves. \ 
| r 
f 
a 
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THOSE who out of good Families have be- 
come Vicious, are generally ſuch as have been {e- 
duced by ill Company, and hurried away by head. 
ſtrong Luſts, before they have arriv'd at those 
Years of Diſcretion which ſhould enable them t0 
form any Judgment of Things; and therefore 


may be accounted as great Strangers to the real 
| Comfort 


do ſo. 
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Comfort and Satisfaction of a regular Life, as thoſe 
that never ſaw any Examples of it. | 

AND if there are ſome few who have ſpent 
the former part of their Lives (to all Appearance) 
orderly and well, who yet in their advanced Years 
have given the Reins to Vice and Wickedneſs, it will 


only prove, that Religion has Charms enow to 


make it aped and imitated, even by thoſe who 
never ſincerely loy'd, nor truly underſtood it. So 
that after all, the Diſguſts and Eſtrangedneſs of vi- 
cious Men towards the Good, are owing to their be- 
ing unacquainted with the Pleaſure and Comfort of a 
Godly, Righteous, and Sober Life. | EY. 
have heard it confeſs'd by one that ſpent ſeveral 
Years as an Actor in the Play-houſe, and in a diſſo- 
lute Way of Living, that he never could form any 
other Not ion of what was call d a Virtuous Life, but 
only 4 dull inſipid Way of ſpending ones Time; till 
he was brought afterwards by a very extraordinary 
Providence to make the Experiment himſelf ; and 
then he declared, That he found the Eaſe and Satis- 
faction of Four and Twenty Hours ſpent in an orderly 
Family, was inexpreſſibly preferable to all the Tears 
be bad ſpent in Vanity, Kiotings, and Exceſſes. 

3. BAD Mens eſtrangedneſs and averſion to the 
Good, is ſometimes occaſion'd by their finding out ſome 
pretendedly Religious Plea for themſelves. In the Verſe 
preceding that I am upon, you find abominable Idola- 
tries Immediately ſubjoin'd to the other Inſtances of 
Wickedneſs; meaning (as is generally thought) the 
Worſhipping of Bacchus. And ſo whilſt Men were 
reſolved to gratifie every Luſt, (c) they found out 
this Method of juſtifying themſelves, to make 
and worſhip a GOD that would allow them to 
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NOT much different is the Folly and Wicked- 
neſs of thoſe, who have contriv'd ſuch Ways of 
Worſhipping the true GOD, as ſhall encourage 
them in the worſt of Vices: Only in one reſpect 
this Pretenc2 to Religion amongſt vicious and 
falſly called Chriſtians, is much worſe than that 


of the Heathens, as it really tends to make 


Men more Wicked: Hence it comes to paſs that 
Immoralities, abhorr'd by Rome Pagan, have yet 
been diſpens'd with, and encourag'd by Rome Pa- 
pal: And he that ſhall at any time bear a Te. 
ſtimony againſt theſe pretended Engroſſers of Re- 
ligion, and endeavour to reclaim them, is ſure 


to be treated worſe, ſuppoſing him within their 


reach, than if he was amongſt Jews or Heathen:. 

*Tis an Obſervation too obvious to be over- 
look'd, even amongſt our Selves, that the nearer 
any Age has been approaching toward Popery, 
the more has all manner of Iniquity abounded 
in theſe Nations. And I believe, I ſhall not of- 
fend thoſe of you that are in Communion with 
the Church eſtabliſh'd, if I take notice, --- That 
fince to cry up the Church has been thought a 
thing confiſtent with all manner of Prophanc- 
neſs, Lewdncſs, and Exceſles, thoſe that have 
maintaind any thing of Piety and StriQneſs as 
to their Morals, have found the Strangeneſs and 
Contempt with which they have been treated, dou- 
ble to what was known before. 

4+ BECAUSE there are ſo many that run in— 
to the ſame Exceſs of Riot, therefore vicious Men 
think it ſtrange that All do not take ſuch a Courſe. 
The Number of thc 2 has always very 
much exceeded that of the Righteous; even ſo 


far exceeded, that to me it is one of the ſtrong- 


eſt Arguments of God's governing the World, 


that ſuch Creatures have never been able fo ful- 


ly to underſtand one another, or ſo firmly to unite 
together, as to root out Gecgneſs: and good Net 


; from 
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om the Face of this Earth. Tis what they have 
arneſtly deſired in all Ages; tis what they have 
too ſucceſsfully attempted in ſome Places; but yet 
GOD has always had a Number of Witneſſes for 
himſelf, in ſpite of the utmoſt Oppoſitions and 
Contrivances againſt them. 

THIS however makes the truly Religious 
wondered at; namely, becauſe they are ſo few: 
The vicious Multitude look upon them as acting 
contrary to humane. Nature, when they refuſe to 
do as the Generality do. Theſe Men having 
no Senſe: of the Degeneracy of their Natures, 
nor of the Method of Recovery laid down in 
the Goſpel, ſuch a Singularity of Behaviour ap- 
pears to them an abſurd Thing: eſpecially when 
they find that they have not only the greateſt 
Numbers, but Men of the higheſt Condition and 
Faſhion in the World, ſupporting and encourag- 
ing them, by living in the ſame Vices: Yea, 
that many of thoſe alſo who are reputed for 
their Learning, and ſome whoſe Characters are 
held as Sacred too, become their Companions, or 
Advocates in their Exceſſes. Rn | 

SUCH things as theſe are the common and 
obvious Reaſons of that Contempt which 1s 
thrown upon Men of good Morals, by thoſe that 
are Looſe and Profligate. But I hope they are 
ſuch as - will rather excite the Reſolution, than 
balk the Spirits and Endeavours, of them that 
are truly Good. I now proceed to the 


Id General Head: Such Alen as are Lovers of 
Exceſs and brutiſh Luſts, do not only wonder at, 
and deſpiſe the Sobriety of others, but they Re- 
vile them for it. | | 
WHAT is ſaid againſt the Cauſe of Piety in 
general, I ſhall not concern my ſelf with at 
preſent : My Text rather leading me to take 
notice of thoſe kind of Refle tions and Defama- 
| RI NY TO | tions, 
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tions, that were levell'd more directly and immedi: 
diately at the Perſons profeſſing this Cauſe in the World. 
THE Word tranſlated [ſpeaking Evil of you] 
might be rendered more. generally indeed (4) Bla, 
pheming ;, and ſo might be applyed to the Cauſe 
of Chriſtianity, as well as the Profeſſors of it: 
As to which, no Man that has look'd into any 

of the firſt Apologies for the Chriſtian Religion, 
can be ignorant of the Methods taken by itz 

| Enemies to render it mean and hateful : Every 

where villifying and miſrepreſenting it ; charging 

| 

| 


it with things, not only wretchedly Fooliſh, but th 
horridly impious and inhuman. Of this ] for: 
bear to enlarge; and ſhall only confider the Blaſ: th 
phemy here ſpoken of, as it reſpected the ſober th 
and temperate Lives of Chriſtians, and their Eu- 
deavours to reform the World, 
WE frequently read in Scripture of Blaſphe- th 


ming Men as well as GOD. In the ivth to the + 
Epbeſians 3. Let all Bitterneſs, Wrath, Anger, Clu 7 


mour, Blaſphemy or Evil ſpeaking, be put àway: 

| And ir. Coloff. the iii. 8. the very Word is re" 
il tained, Put off. all theſe, Anger, Wrath, Mali" 
= Blaſphemy. In the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians 
iv. 12, the ſame Word is rendered being Reviled. 

And St. Matthew uſes it in the ſame Senſe, Chap. 

Xv. ver. 19. Out of the Heart proceed evil Thoughts ' 

Murders, Adulteries, Fornications, Thefts, Falſe-nit a 

neſs, Blaſphemies. This Vice is a conſtant Atten 


dant of the other Vices mention'd with it; and hay 
uſvally riſes to the greateſt Virulence, when i" 
has for its Object the greateſt Goodneſs. ot 
29 It ſhews it ſelf in the following Manner. 8 

} 


1. VICIOUS Men are induſtrious to find u 
the Miſcarriages of good Men, and to expoſe tht of 
as much as poſſibly they can. This is 2 

| „ deſcribe 
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ſelcribed by the Prophet Jeremy, Chap. xx. 10. 
for 1 heard the Defaming of many Report, 
ſay they, and we will report it; all my Familiars 
watched for my Halting, ſaying, Peradventure he will 
be enticed, and we (hall prevail againſt him, and we 
ſhall take our Revenge on him. This kind of Re- 
venge is the higheſt Pleaſure to wicked, Men; 
who watch accordingly for the Slips, and are 
ready to aggravate the unavoidable Failings of 
the Righteous, and to ſpread the Report with all 
the Diſadvantages imgginable from one to ano- 
ther. * 

2. VICTOUS Men are apt to Cenſure thoſe 
that are Good, as guilty of the ſame Crimes with 
themſelves, without any juſt Reaſon or Foundation 
for it. Hence it comes to paſs, that innumera- 
ble falſe Reports have been ſpread of ſome of 
the beſt Men that ever liv'd in the World. The 
firſt Chriſtians - were reproached with indulgin 
themſelves in thoſe very Immoralities in their own - 
Aſſemblies, which they bore ſuch a Teſtimony a- 
gainſt, among the Heathen: And that for this 
only Reaſon, becauſe their Enemies would not 
believe It could be otherwiſe. Thoſe that love 
their Vices, will needs imagine the Inclinations 
of others as ſtrong as their own ; and that there- 
fore ſuch Vices cannot be abſtained from, by any 
that are compounded - of the ſame Fleſh and 
Blood with themſelves. And becauſe good Men 
have ſometimes fall'n into ſcandalous Sins, they 
conclude that all are alike guilty, tho' all may 
not be diſcovered. | KEI 

YE A, I verily believe, that many a reproach- 
ful, villifying Aſperſion has been caſt upon good 
Men, by ſuch as have been in their Revels and Ex- 


Welles, for which no other Reaſon can be aſſigned, 


but that it came into their Heads at ſuch a Time. Da- 
vid has not ſtood alone in being made the Song of the 
Drunkards, when they had no cauſe to have reproach d 
and deſpiſed him, Pſal. Ixix. 4, 12. 3. 


ea. 
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3. WHERE vicious Men are not able to find, 
or forge any thing that is /, ſo as to faſten it upon 
the Righteous, they will then ſpeak againſt them fy 
their good Deeds. Thus the Preaching and Props. 
gating the Goſpel was repreſented as a turning th, 
World upſide down. And in the beſt and wiſeſt At. 
tempts to Reform a Land, many have been treatel 
as the Troublers of it: In ſuch Language it wx 
That Ahab reproached Elijah, Art thou he that tro 
bleth Iſrael, 1 Kings xviil. 17. when at the ſan 
time it was Ahab, and his Fathers Houſe, that mw; 
the Troublers of Iſrael, in that they had forſaken ti, 
Commandments of the Lord. Another good Man ni 
find hated, for no other Reaſon, but his telling of th 
Truth, 2 Chron. xvill. 7, 15. In theſe and man 
more Inſtances that might be mention'd, we ſe 
that where the Wicked cannot charge the Righte 
ous with Vice, they will find fault even with thei 
Virtue : And the more -fteddy they are in the Wa 
of their Duty, the more they are accuſed of being 
Conceited, Obſtinate, and Troubleſome in thei 
Tempers. There is nothing can more proper] 
deſcribe this malignity, than a prophane Saying ut 
ter'd not long ago in the Hearing of one in thi; 
Aſſembly, That Virtue is 4 very good thing, but th 
Practice of it is the Devil; meaning, I ſuppoſe, that 
by practice it became a Tormentor to him, and wa 
not to be born, however excellent in the Theory i 

Was allow'd to be. | 
4 ANOTHER Way of vicious Mens Revilin: 
the Righteous is, by Accuſing them of ſome mean ant 
baſe Ends, or Principles, in their good Attions. If tht) 
have nothing to ſay againſt their outward Behar 
our, then they pretend to look into their Heart: 
and by invading the Prerogative of Almight 
GOD, to determine what their very Thought 
and Deſigns are. The Devil's Inſinuation again 
Job, his Inſtruments have ever been ready to urge: 
gainſt thoſe of his Character, Doth Fob ſerve 00 
( 


1 


— 


% for nought ? Is it not ſome Gain or Advantage that 
on dach Men propoſe to themſelves? And where this 
fl inſinuation fails, have they not others at hand? that 
i the Virtuous Man only gratifies a Deſire of being 
Remarkable for ſomething, in the World, and get- 
ting a Name amongſt a particular Set of Men? 
Or that he acts by the Inſtigation of an uneaſie and 
ſplenctic Temper ? Or that he is under the PDirecti- 
on and Influence of Others, who are guided by ſuch 
Things? Thus the Wicked endeavour to rob the 
Righteous of that Part of their Character which is 
deareſt to them, their Sincerity; and brand them 
with the odious Name of Hypocrites. 

5. VICIOUS Men have Ways of 1 
by their Actions, as well as their Words. (e) Such 
is the Helliſh Diſpoſition of thoſe, who do wicked 
things meerly to oppoſe the good Examples and 
Admonitions of the Righteous: Who ſet them- 


brave ſuch as ſhew a Concern for Religion, and to 
render their Attempts for the Promoting of it as in- 
elfectual as poſſibly they can. This is a Way of 
Blaſpheming that has vexed the Souls of the Righ- 
tcous tram Age to Age, when Men are made worſe 
by thoſe very things that ſhould make them 
better. Such as think it a ſuſſicient Excitement to 
the greateſt Acts of Wickedneſs, that they may 
provoke the ſober and ſerious Part of their 


deſire that ſuch ſhould be confronted are in a Way 
of running down good Men, that is much harder 
to be born than any thing before mentioned; and 


ls much more powerful to the ſpreading of Vice 
and Prophaneneſs. 


— 


2 * 


60 (e) BA&T@n(ia te fertur ad Actiones & denotat ſceleratum 
f kcinus, Vid. Suicer. Theſ. ubi extant excmpla- 
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ſelves to commit Iniquity with an intention to out- 


Acquaintance, and ſhew the World how much they 
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Theſe are the ſeveral Ways by which Men that 
run into Exceſs of Riot, have ever ſought to De- 
fame and Revile thoſe that have born a Teſtimony 
againſt them. And thoſe of you that have been en- \ 
gaged in Attempts to Reform the Manners of the 
Age, I dou not, have been able to produce Inſtan- 
ces of your being thus treated all along as I have 
been ſpeaking. | 

THERE is one Inſtance of ſuch a Nature, and 
has been attended with ſuch Conſequences, that I I | 

think the moſt public Remarks ought to be made up- 1 
on it. The Infamy was public; delivered in a Ser, 
mon before Magiſtrates, and preach'd on an Occaſ-W , 
on that render'd it a highly aggravated Scandal: lt 
was afterward Printed with a Name to it, that was 
ſure to ſpread it amongſt the moſt vicious and pro- 
fligate throughout the Nation: And in ſuch Lan- 
guage as this, that hot Head of a Party has ſet him- 
ſelf and his Followers againſt you; (7) Do not theſe N 

the Injunctions of Charity, Religion, and juſtice, 
as ſtrictly command us not to thruſt our Selves pragmati 
cally into his Four Brother's) Buſineſs ? — or under tit 
ſanciify' d Pretence of Reformation of Manners, to 
turn Informer, aſſume an odious and factious Ofict, 
arrogantly intrench upon others Chriſtian Liberty and 
Innocence, and under the Shew of more Zeal and Pu- 
rity, (the moſt infallible Token of a dexterous and ref- 
ned Hypocrite and Knave,) turn the World upſut 
down, and ſet all Mankind into Ouarrels and Confuſin: 

I wiſh the Remarks publiſt'd on this and ſome o- 
ther Paſſages of the like Nature, in a juſt and modeſ 
Defence, of the Societies for Reformation of Manners, 
could have carry'd the Antidote as far as the Po- 
ſon has ſpread : There would then be no further 


need to concern your Selves about it: But whilſt it 
8 ſe 


— 1 


(f) D:. Sache verells Sermon at the Aſſizes at Dec, Page 
9. 4Ato. 
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is otherwiſe, I would not have one Opportunity 
loſt, that may any way con ibute to a preventing 
the miſchievous Effects of ſuch Railing Accuſations. 

AND really, one would think, this Collection of 
Words, with ſome others in the ſame Sermon, 
were contriv d to ſum up, as far as poſlible, in a nar- 
row Compaſs, all the ſeveral Ways of Evil Speaking 
that have been inſiſted on: Which have alſo had 
a very apparent Influence in Promoting the laſt Way 
F Blaſpheming, by provoking Men to the moſt daring 
Wickedneſs in their Actions, and to the moſt inſo- 
lent Behaviour in Oppoſition to you. 

T HIS furious Man reviles you, as being uo better 
than thoſe you Proſecute for their Vices, except in 
a Shew of more Zeal and Purity, which makes him 
reproach you as the worſt of Knaves. But has he or 
any of his clamorous Crew been able to produce the 
ſo often deſired Proof of ſuch Diſorders amongſt 
you? Or is not this plainly the Product of that 
ſuſpicious Temper before deſcrih d? 8 

HOWEVER, if theſe unproy'd Suggeſtions as 
to things really Evil, ſhould not be regarded, your 
beſt Actions, and what is truly Good, ſhall be blam'd 
and cry'd out againſt as unwarrantable and deteſta- 
ble. He ſays your Attempts to Reform the World, 
is to turn it upſide down; the very Stile and Phraſe 
of the firſt Revilers of Chriſtianity. He ſays you 
aſſume an odious Office; which can only be ſo to them 
that hate to be Reformed: And a Factious Office; al- 
though this is a Matter, in which thoſe, tha? differ 
in other Things are agreed and ànited; nay, for 
this very Reaſon he elſewhere calls you a Mungril 
Inſtitution, Reviling you for one of the beſt and 
moſt excellent Things in the Forming of your Soci- 
eties, your Charity. He adds, that what you do is 
arrogantly to intrench upon others Chriſtian Liberty and 
Innocence. 1 ſhall n>t here ſay any thing of the 
Word Arrogant, it may poſſibly turn upon * 
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by and by: But as to the other Expreſſions, I muſt Ma 
ſay, that this medling Man was either wretched. Wh 
1y ignorant of the Rules upon which the Societies Mu 
for Reformation act, or elſe he muſt be of a {WC 
ſcandalouſly vicious Temper and Diſpoſition. And Not 
I believe you will not charge me with rendrins Nye 
Railins for Railing, when I have a little farther Nee 
explain'd my Self: The Crimes, which your $. Wyc 
cieties are engag'd to ſuppreſs, are ſuch as nothing {MU 
can bring Men to, but an intolerable Contempt of th 
= all the Principles of Chriſtianity ; namely, prophane hi 
Swearing and Curſing, Prunkennefs, and the moſt {Wn 
ſhameful Luſts, and Prophanation of the Lord's. {WR 
Day, and ſuch high and open Enormities: Now, Wn! 
if the Convicting Men of theſe, and bringing Wb 
them to Puniſhment, be an intrenching upon their a. 
Chriſtian Liberty, let any one Judge what ſort of Wt: 
a Chriſtian he muſt be that can talk at this 
rate. :* | 

WITH all this, he farther goes on to revile 
you for what he judges the Principles and Af 
tives of your Actions: He aſcribes all your Eu- 
deayours to an Idle, Encroaching, Impertinent, and 
Medling Curioſity : Vea, to ſhew that he does not 
want Words, (whatever Skill he may want to ule 
em, ) he heaps more upon you, and ſays, what 
you do is the baſe Product of Il Nature, Spiritual Wo: 
Pride, Cenſoriouſneſs, and Santify'd Spleen.iCg ) Theſe {io 
are Things, with which indeed, He muſt be al- Ia 
low'd to have a thorough Acquaintance ; but at 
the ſame time he ſhews himſelf an utter Stran- 

ger both to yon, and to all your Proceedings. 
FOR as to that Curioſity which he makes the 
Foundation of your Reforming Attempts, we 
need only to repeat what was hinted before, that 
your Concern lies with the moſt open and 
EE Rs not or ious 
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wtorious Offenders; and therefore his many Epi- 
\. bers to deſcribe this Curioſity, ſerve. only to fill 
es Ip a Line, without Senſe or Signification. The 
a charge of I- nature ariſes from a perfect Ignorance 
d Hof the kind and generous Sentiments upon which 
on act. In Accuſing you of ſpiritual Pride, he 
er tems not at all appriz'd of that Concealment of 
- pour Selves, in thoſe Proceedings that are moſt 
12 MUſful and Honourable, which will not admit 
of Nine ſhewing of your Pride, ſuppoſing it equal to 
ne bis Repreſentations: He knows not, or he will 
t Woot know, how many Ways you take to prevent 
's- Reproach and Cenſure, inſtead of Promoting it, 
W. MWubere the Perſons Convicted by you are not 
ns Nlerden d in their Wickedneſs: And for the ſan- 
ir Nafed Spleen of which he accuſes you, the mi- 
of {Wiake of your Tempers, is, plainly owing to an 
his Norer-eager Attention to his own. There can be 

no ſuch thing as Spleen in Words and Expreſſi- 
ile Mons, if it is not in ſuch a Sentence as this, Whatever 
A- Nod) and fallacious Gloſſes ſuch troubleſome Waſps, 
au- {that erect themſelves into illegal Inquiſitions, may caſt 
and on their Actions, they are doubtleſs the unwarrant- 
not ble Effects of an idle, &c. Curioſity. As for Spleen, 
uſe ere is enough of it; but to return him the 
hat {WComplement of Calling it ſan&ified, I dare not; 
bor ſince I cannot do it in Truth, 1 ſhall not, I 
ice Itope, be ever tranſported to make a By-Word, or 
al- WW jeſt of Sancti ficat ion. | 
at W Once more: 1 take the Height of his Revi- 

ling to be, the fixing upon you the Charge of 
refined Hypocriſie. And now, who is it that arro- 
fantly aſſumes an Office, when he ſets up for a 
judge in things that only belong to GOD? Have 
jou any amongſt you that are apparently Wicked 
themſelves, whilſt they go about the Reforming of 
ters? If you have, no doubt but the World 
would hear of them at another rate: And if 
bot, then your Accuſer muſt put himſelf in on 
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Place of GOD, when he thus pretends to knoy 
the Hearts of Men, and to determine whether 
they are true Or falſe. $0 

WHAT has been the Conſequence of this, a 
to the Emboldening Men in their Sins, you are 
better able to tell, than I am. Only this 1 have 
obſerved, that Swearing and Curſing is nom, more 
than ever, ſince I have known the World, gra. 
ting our Ears in every Street; and Perſons reel 
ing to and fro under their Exceſſes continually 
to be met withz and follicitations, or ſome 
kind of Provocations, to Lewdneſs and Unclean- 
neſs, almoſt every where occurring; and the 
Lord's Day very openly profan'd; and, in ſhort 
all manner of Enormities abounding, to th: 
great Affliction and Grief of Good Men, and tc 
the moſt infolent Blaſpheming and Confronting 
of Religion. It muſt therefore be very proper 
in ſuch a State of Things, to offer ſome 
thing for your Relief and Encouragement, b 
ſhewing, e 


= he 
III. THAT the Revilings and Oppoſitions you, 
may at preſent ſuſtain, ſhuuld. not be look'd u 
on, either as Diſcrediting the Cauſe of ReformatiMhc 
on, Or Diſcouraging your Endeavours in the e 
gular and prudent Managing of it. This at 
neral Head conſiſts of two Parts, which 1 ſhale; 
enlarge on diſtinQly, | \ 


t. THE Revilings of ill Men ſhould not 4 
credit the Cauſe of Reformation. The genen 
Talk againſt the Societies, rather ſhews how 4 
frrous Men are to defame you, than that tte 
are able to do it. F HOT: een 

WHAT they alledge againſt you as Fal 
are either ſuch as have never been at all; ( 
elſe have lain at the Door of thoſe: who haf 
been Proſecuted by you; or, it may ” en 
EO | char 
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chargeable upon ſome Pariſh Officers unknown to 
jou; whoſe Power and Conduct are fo far from 
rendring your Attempts unneceſſary, that really 
they call for your greater Vigilance and Care. 
WHAT is offer'd againſt you in a Way of 


Duty as a Chriſtian, anda very little inſight to 


reel d, as Societies, will enable an ordinary Under- 
ally {Manding to confute, and vanquiſh. | 
one AND truly what they attempt from the 


mmon-Place Ways of Slander, has ſomething in 
it ſelf, and eſpecially in the Management of it, that 
arries its own Confutation : I mean, where Men 
Were not glad to ſay, and take up any thing, ra- 
ther than forbear to ſpeak Evil of you. | 

IT muſt indeed be allow'd, that the Turn and 
emper of the Times in general, has run exceed- 


[mes be ſet up as a Rule of Judging, or as a 
randard of Action, to any Wiſe Man? Does 
Wic Humour of the preſent Age appear ſo very 
S dic ions, as that a Man can no farther be 
! viMWhought to have any ſhare of Wiſdom, than as 
male is ready to fall in with it? *Tis ſo much 
e e contrary, that nothing can more argue a 
is ant of Judgment, (as well as Religion) than a 
ſhacing carry'd away with the common Cry. 

We may therefore hope, that Men, who are 
Wilinguiſh'd by the Sword of Magiſtracy, will ra- 
t er think it their Wiſdom to bear up againſt, 
nc!an to drive with the Stream. Such Men onght 
v Fo be very careful that they do not receive falſe 
thi Impreſſions, or take up Prejudices that ſhould 


FAR with double Vigour. 1 wiſh thoſe, whoſe Preach- 
» Ws, the Alge ares (by a late Adt of Parlia- 
haent) are confin d to attend upon, would be more 
Yu: 


harp 


tank 


Reaſoning, a very little Knowledge of every ones. 


Fe ſertled Rules by which you are engaged to 


nely againſt you. But ſhall the Temper of the 


nake them Remiſs, when it is their Duty to 


ameſt and careful in recommending the impor- 
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they might give force to our Laws againſt Im. | 
morality and Prophaneneſs, and ſo give Life tot 
ſuch a Cauſe as yours. | 
For my own Part, I look upon this to beg! 
more the Buſineſs of the Magiſtrate, than ſome o-. 
thers perhaps may do: For although. without 
your Aſſiſtance, it is not poſſible they ſhould vill e 
much in this Work; yet it muſt alſo be added 
that till the Spirit of Magiſtracy returns, by fi 
which Great and Good Men were raiſed up ini i 
former Times, there is but little room to expect 
that former Fiety and Goodneſs ſhould be re 
vid. Nor is this perhaps to be look d for ff p 
till the Miniſters of Religion are endued with more i. 
Skill, and Courage, and Zeal, to reaſon of RAe 
feouſneſs, Temperance, and Judgment to come, bei al 
fore Governours and Great Men; even though v 
like Felix, they are ſhock'd and tremble at the vi 
plain and awful Truths. Such an Aſſize Sermon be 
as St. Paul's, would excite a Judge, and, all thei = 
Officers that are generally ſpoke to on ſuch an Oc ye 
caſion, to act another Part than can be expected b. 
from Sermons like that which has given you the & 
Trouble of the foregoing Quotations. or 
BUT to reſign the Men of Authority to « 
thers, let me particularly addreſs my Self, in : 
few Words, to thoſe of reputed Wiſdom and Gu 0 
Morals in a lower Rank. And I would hope thay r 
ſuch alſo, will be very cautious, how they re 44 
ceive, or give into a prevailing Cry. One Muu 
that is thought Prudent, and Diſcreet, and 8% th 
ber, giving Way to the Reports of the Vici; be 
ous, adds more to their Strength and ForceWth 
than can in a few Words be expreſs'd. I wilf®n 
venture, with ſuch, to put the Matter upoWl. 
this iſſue, that what is plainly inconſiſtent with t at 
' Rules of Morality, ſhould not be comply'd wit N. 
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{Ml For thus undoubtedly it is, in the Caſe I am 
n- now upon, to ſide with common Fame. Afora- 
toll lity obliges us not to receive any thing to the 
Diſadvantage of another, eſpecially if a good 
Man, or a reputed good Man, till what 5s veport- 
ed is well atteſted and proved. And then farther, 
Morality will not allow the ,Reperition of a thing, 
or the Declaiming upon it, when it has been ance 
confuted. Now theſe two Things, being duly con- 
ſdered, I believe your Societies will defire no more 
in their Vindication. - —- e 
VE aſter all, I verily think the Temper and 
Run of the Times being againſt you, may be im- 
proved to your Advantage, inſtead of Hiſoredit- 
ing your Cauſe : For when ſuch Numbers are 
continually ſhewing, how glad they would be to 
aledge any thing againſt you; fotwichſtanding 
which, the Malice, and Wit, and all the ſeve- 
veral Talents of Men that are at work, have 
been able to furniſh out nothing worthy of a 
wiſe Man's regard; it muſt be concluded that 
your Cauſe is good, exceeding good, ſince it has 
hal no more conſiderable Reaſons produc'd fot the 
decrying of it. From hence 1 may take occaſi- 
on to add, | po pe 


2. THAT the Revilings of ill Men, and their 
Oppoſing 4 Work of Reformation, ſhould not diſcou- 
rage your Endeavours in the regular and prudent. 
Management of it, What does not amount to a 
ſufficient Reaſon for diſcrediting your Cauſe in 
the Eſteem of others, will much leſs juſtific a 
being diſcourag d in it your Selves. Taking care 
that you follow thoſe Directions, which have 
once and again been laid before you, and which 
| had in my Eye when 1 ſpoke of a regular 


th and prudent Management, you ould rather be 
mid, than diſpitited, by Oppoſition, And, 
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if 1 can now. leave you in ſuch à Temper of 
Mind, I "ſhall gain the Satisfaction 1 have wiſh Il 
for in the Cloſe of this Diſcourſe : In order to 
which, I would farther recommend to you s 
the following Conſiderations, and with theſe ! 
. ² ͤ a or a: ( 
(f.) YOU ought not to be diſcourag'd if. 
you conſider, Who they are that carry it ſoil i 
toward you, and ſpeak Evil of you. In the Lan- 
_ guage of our Text, they are ſuch as run into MW " 
Exceſs of Riot. The Revilings you meet with, 8 
are n no more than the thoughtleſs IM # 
Tranſports of Spirits enflam'd by Intemperance ; IWſ * 
or the inviduons Snggeſtions of Men heated I 
with a Paſſion to ſignalize themſelves, though it I 4 
be by ſtriking at every thing that is Uſeful and 
Commendable. No wonder if thoſe, who have . 
ſought” to overturn the very Foundations of ou 
Government, have been eager to run down your lm 
Societies, which have ſo plain a Tendency to 80 
promote its Peace and Welfare: For Righteouſ- 
neſs exalteth a Nation, but Sin is a Reproach, and ar 
I may add, the ſureſt Way to the Ruine of an th 
People. Prov. xiv. 34. MOTT, 
IHE R E is one Quarter from which I have W'% 
many a Time thought, the moſt conſiderable Jn 
Oppoſition to your Deſign has riſen ; and which 
I do not know has ever been mention'd upon I bd 
theſe Occaſions; and that is from the Multitud: ¶ eff 
of Ale-Houſes which have of late Years been ſet 
up throughout this Kingdom. I have heard an 
Acquaintance, in the Neighbourhood of this Ci- 
ty, ſay, that in one Pariſh, ſince his living there, 
- theſe Houſes have increasd from the Number 
of Four, to above Thirty ; and in ſome other 
Pariſhes that he has - obſerv'd, the Increaſe to 
be proportionable. Now as theſe Places arc 
the Nurſeries of thoſe Vices which you are oy 
5 ; cern'd, 
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cern'd to ſuppreſs, they muſt, without doubt, make 
a very ſtrong Party againſt you: And as they 
have very great Opportunities of Spreading their 
Scandal and Miſrepreſentations of you, fo there are 
Multitudes corrupted and ſet againſt you, by the 
Converſation of ſuch Houſes. 7 4 
HOW much the late Tumults have been ow- 
ing to theſe, I ſhould think worth Enquiring af- 
ter; but how far they are Advocates for all 
manner of Vice, is too obvious to need Enquiry, 
So that whilſt you endeavour to ſuppreſs Drunł- 
tunes, would it not be the moſt effectual Way 
to remove ſome of the Temptations. to this Vice? 
Whilſt you endeavour to reclaim thoſe: that 
are guilty of Uncleanneſs, and Blaſpheming the 
Name of GOD, and profaning the LORD'S-DAY, 
does it not appear neceſſary, that the Places where 
all theſe Evils are encourag'd, ſhould be reduc'd to a 
ſmaller Number, and put under ſome farther Re- 
gulations ? „ | OE 
| am ſenſible that you are no way able to re- 
ireſs this Grievance, but by applying to thoſe 
that are in Commiſſion of the Peace, to prevent 
Licenſes being granted, or to promote their be- 
ing taken away, where thus abuſed. And as I 
am | ſenſible that the Revenue brought into the 
Exciſe Offices by theſe Houſes, is an appropria- 
ted thing; ſo to leſſen their Number, or more 


Qually to ſtop their Increaſe, proper Appli- 


cations ſhould be made to the Parliament on this 
Head. R | 1 | | 
1 mention it as a Matter that deſerves to be 
kriouſly thought on; | ſhall at preſent content 
my Self only with adding, that the Cauſe of Refor- 
mation of Manners is greatly concerned in it. 
Here it is that you are treated in the worſt 
and baſeſt Manner : From hence it is, that your 
Labour will be continually increaling and grow- 
WV 2 | | Ing 
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ing upon your Hands: Here therefore, I con. 
ceive, fome more than ordinary Endeavour; 
ſhould be ufed. I would hope the Difficulties in 
this Caſe will not appear unconquerable ones in 
the End; nor, in the mean Time, ſhould they 
be look'd upon as very diſcouraging ones, con- 
fidering the Characters of thoſe who from hence 
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become Enemies to you. | 
(2.) CONSIDER again, though you have ma- 
ty that Revile you; there are many alſo that ap- 
prove and fall in with you. You are ſure of the 
Approbation of One, that will be inſtead of all 
the World, and that is, Almighty GOD : Tis 
for Him that you ſtand up againſt evil Doers ;, and 
therefore, no doubt, but it ſhall be with his t 
Preſence and Favour. i 
THE, great Captain of our Salvation, the LORD 
JESUS CHRIST, is actually engaged alſo in the 
fame Deſign; for He was manifeſted ro deſtroy lt! 
the Forks of the Devil: In this Undertaking Hel 
endured the Contradiction of Sinners againſt himſelf, © 
and at laſt conquered ; and now ſits TriumphanW 6 
in the higheſt Heavens. He therefore knows 0 
how to aid and ſuccour you whilſt you are e- 
P 


poſed to the fame Treatment that He was: And 
e knows how to conquer by you, as well as 
fer you: And believe it, He is no nnconcernel 
Spectator of what you do: This will keep yon in 
from being weary, or faint in your Minds. tr 
© AGAIN, The HOLY SPIRIT was ſent into a 
the World upon this very Errand, to turn Men 
from the Ways of Sin and Folly, to the W aß 7 
of Holineſs and Wiſdom, and from the Pom 
of Satan unto GOD. or 

AND fince the Argels and Spirits of juſt Mu in 
made perſect, are faid to rejoice in the Converfion 0 / 
E dianer, they muſt certainly rejoice in all Endes 
ponps tar are proper to produce ſuch a Change. 
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n. BUT beſide the Heavenly Inbabitants, (that 
rs i look down with pleaſure upon you) there are 
in Na conſiderable Number of ſuch: as concur with you 
in Wl here on Earth. Serious and good Men of all De- 
ey ¶ nominations, are hearty Well-wiſhers to your 
n- Cauſe. Some ſtrengthen your Intereſt by their 
ce Purſes, and others by their Prayers; and ſome 
zre willing to give you their Time and their beſt 
14. Endeavours. You have the concurrent Opinion 
- Jof the moſt conſiderable, both Divines and Law- 
the un, on your ſide: You have many excellent 
all Wl Statutes, and Acts of Parliament; the Proclama- 
Tis MW tions of Princes: (h) the ſolemn Charges of Judges; 
nd I and the Orders of. Seſſions, in Courts of Judica- 
his ture; and even many of them that Oppoſe you 
in their Words and Actions, yet have Conſcien- 
RD ces that ſecretly witneſs for you in their Breaſts, 
the] THESE are not little Advantages, nor ſhould 
troy their Effect and Influence upon your Minds be 
He little and inconſiderable. If any one of us was 
ſelf, called to ſtand alone in Pleading the Cauſe of 
ant Ml GOD againſt Vice and Immorality, it would be 
ons our Duty not to be aſham'd or afraid of doing 
er- o; but when you have ſo many to take your 
And Part, and to encourage your Attempts, and when 
ag Number of you have ſuch frequent Opparty- 
ned nities of conferring together for the . Eſtabliſh- 
vou ing and Exciting each other, methinks the Ha- 
tred and Kevilings of all your Oppoſers ſhould 
appear as nothing to you. 1 
(3. THE preſent Juncture of Affairs does more 
eſpecially call for the Exerting of your Selves. 
THE Affairs of this Nation have receiy d ſuch 
a Turn, ſince the laſt Reformation. Sermon preach'd 
un this Place, as ſhould give a Spring to your 
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Hopes and Endeavours: There ſhould be excited 
in al f us, a ſuitable Concern to anſwer the 
Calls of ſuch loudly-ſpeaking: Providences. 
IF you would ſhew your Selves grateful for 
the KING that is now ſet over you, and if 
von really wiſh' that his Reign may be Proſpe- 
rous and Happy, this will put you upon doing 
_ utmoſt to correct that Wickedneſs, which 
therwiſe threatens to bring Calamities both « | 
ut and our King. 1 ab 
AFTER GOD has ſo ſeaſonably and graci- 
ouſly appeared for US, He may well expett that 
ſomething ſhonld be done for | Him. 
"LET me therefore engage you to renew and 
reinforce your E ndeavours; and to conſult up- 
on further Expedients,' and Methods of Procedure; 
and call in all the Help and Aſſiſtance you can; 
and then xnite your Councils, your Intereſts, and 
your Strength, and make one more hearty and 
reſolute Attempt to Reform a wicked Age. Who 
knows, but from this very Time, GOD may ſay, 
He has ſeen the perverſe Ways of this People, and 
He will heal them, Iſai. lvii. 18. 
BUT whatever may be the Event, which is 
GOP's; this muſt be look'd upon as preſent 
Duty, which is yours. GOD can, if He pleaſe, 
order the Affairs of a Nation, ſo as that Godin 
Aen ſhall be advanced to the higheſt DigniticsMup 
and Authority, or that Great Men ſhall become ere 
eminent for Piety; He can make neglected, de- 
ſpiſed Religion flouriſh, and prevail; and cane 
bring it into Requeſt among all Ranks and De- ice 
grees of Men; yea, if He pleaſes, a Natin 
ſhall be Born at once: But if we ſhonld not ſee » 
ſuch Wonderg)as theſe, yet we ſhould be found 
in the Way of our Duty, as knowing that we 
| ſhall not finally Joſe our Reward. le 
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d .) 1 ſhall cloſe all, by directing you to co. 
ie der the Verſe immediately following my Text: In 


which the Apoſtle propoſes one thing that He 
or Nerpected . ſhould, ef 5# ſelf, be ſufficient to raiſt 
if Wihe ſerious Chriſtian above all the Contempe 
c« Mind Evil- ſpeaking of vicious Men: Namely, that 


ng Mich Revilers 'ſhall give Account to bim that is 


ch Nu to Judge the Quick and the Dead. Thoſe 
Enemies of all Goodneſs that have eſcapd 
leferyed Judgments in this World, ſhall not e- 
ei- Ncape in the future Day of Accounts: And thoſe, 
at that now carry it as if they thought to outbrave 
Him that. ſits in the Heavens, will, in a little 
nd rbile, find themſelves at his awful Tribunal 
p- Ire Revilers of all Generations, both Ouick aud 


e ; Dad, ſhall be ſummon'd to judgment. They may 
n; Hot perhaps believe, or think of this; bu you 
nd ſhould receive it as thoſe that can refer your 
nd {Wives to that Day for a full Vindication againſt 
bo Will their Reproach. R PBbe.; it 19 
ay, MW | know you are often put in Mind of this, 
nd Wit not more often than there is need for it. 


is what you ought to think on every Day of 
your Lives, and what you are taught in a par- 
cular Manner to apply to N Selves, when- 
rer you are ill ſpoken of for your Acting a- 
inſt Men of Riot and A | You may per- 


ties aps ſuffer, in this reſpect, from ſuch as ſhall 
"me ever be call'd to any Account in this Life; 
de- et when the Judge of Quick and Dead ſhall ap- 
calMear, He will execute Judgment, ſo as to con- 


ce the Ungodly, of all their ungodly Deeds which 
ley have committed, and of all their hard Speech- 
+ which - ungodly Sinners have ſpoken ©. againſt him, 
ide ver. 15. I iS 
HOW: dikerentiy would Men behave then- 
Ives to what they generally do, were they, 
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areful to keep' up a lively Regard to that -ſo=' © 
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* _ "lemn- and-dreadful- Account they muſt one Da 
make to Almighty G0 D. The realizing  Apyre- 
benſions of this, ſhonld give Vigour to all Attemyy, 
- for GOD; and ſhould\ make us deſpiſe, yes, 
even Glory in Reproaches for his Sake. 
A ſteady Belief of this, would make every 
thing in this preſent Life De very little to 
us: The Enjoyments of it would. not be ſo tem. 
ing, nor the Evils of it ſo terrible as they an 
commonly thought to be. * 
IL. E T others then live in Senſuality and Un 
belief, becauſe their LORD delays bis Coming 
but let it be our Concern. to do thoſe Thing 
at all Times, which we ſhall wiſh to be doin 
when actually call'd to judgment. Thus the 
Apoſtle directs us to behave our Selves, as a 
prehending © our judge always ready to appear 
and not as putting far from us a Day of ſuc 
Importance: Io add no more, let us ſo think 
of his being ready to Fudge the Quick and th 
Dead, as that we may be ready to appear befi 
Him; and fo, as that both Living and Dying it 


may be the LOR D's. 
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Error, Pag- 10. I. 21. for as too, read of too. 
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A ADVERTISEMENT. 


Us T Publiſh'd, by the ſame Author, A litt 
J Treatiſe of being Born again, without whid 
|) no Man can be for Being the Subſtance of F 
Sermon preach'd at Black-Fryars ; with ſome 
largements. 


